
DRAFT Minutes Lochmaben Community Council

Lochmaben Town Hall 13th March 2024 7pm

Present:- Chair Kenelma McCrae (KMc) Vice Chair May McKerrell of 
Hillhouse(MMcKoH) secretary Carys Mainprize (CM) Treasurer Bob Murray 
(BM) minute Secretary Jennifer Robertson (JR) Jane Purdie (JP) Jim Davidson 
(JD) Cllr Carolyne Wilson(CW) Cllr Stephen Thompson (ST) Reporter from 
Annandale Herald and 5 members of the public

No apologies

2 Minutes from previous meeting proposed JD seconded JR

3.Matters from members of the public :- serious concerns raised over the 
seemingly inefficient running of  Well Pharmacy Lochmaben which appears 
to be on ongoing problem despite previous letters to Well from the 
community council

JP  has now contacted The Pharmaceutical council and has logged her 
complaint and requires other members of the public to contact them too; 
details are being placed on the Lochmaben Life facebook page. CW will 
raise with health board and local MSPs.

MMCKoH has also offered to contact Dr Brown about clarity over the time 
delay for prescriptions (48 hrs).

Complaint raised about speed of tractors driving through the town 
especially princess Street. KMc has suggested writing to South West 
branch of the national famers union to raise awareness . CW is going to 
enquire about installing “slow down” signs on the route and double yellow 
line on one side of road.

4. Matters arising  CW to contact Queen of the South re lunch club cost of 
hall hire. CW to chase the repair of paddy wall and mill loch path. 
Lochmaben medical group responded to community council’s letter (See 
attached).

5.Police Report

6.Treasurers Report. Accounts have gone to be independently examined.



7. Councillors update  ST reported that road lining work is to be done 
around Lochmaben and the road to Halleaths is to have patching work 
carried out. Also a reply has been received re Lochmaben Castle and the 
unstable tower section  - they report all assessments have been made 
satisfactorily. ST to pass on contact details to CM to take forward if 
condition changes.

8.C C Members update :-

JP is in receipt of King Charles portrait and will liase with MMcKoH re the 
date for siting the portrait.

9. AOB

Victory Park :- slide is to be replaced by 2 other items of equipment as the 
slide was not as promised (set into the hill so could be accessed without 
steps). Excellent feedback from community about new park, some 
suggestions for equipment for youngest children (the design of Victory Park 
was undertaken in the primary school which is why it is geared towards that 
age group). Possibility to fund the installation of one or two more pieces for 
youngest – activity boards, for example.

A plaque will be put up to thank all the contributors towards Victory Park – 
CM to liaise with BM’s contact.

Report of the path between park and Tennis court is very muddy CW to 
investigate. CW to raise the removal of the path lip at the top of the park 
which blocks access to the wheelchair accessible bench.

Local Development Plan Consultation – 12th June 10-11.30 on the high 
street. Opportunity to feed back about what we want to see more of in 
Lochmaben – can be a good opportunity for public to raise about more play 
equipment for youngest children as well as other matters.

Lochmaben Community Garden - the community council have agreed to 
sign the lease on the paddy for 1 year during which time it is agreed that the 
garden group will form themselves into a constituted group and take over 
the running and lease of the paddy. CW to ask for Lease to be updated with 
correct dates before it is signed.



Community Council Ordinary Elections -  Thursday 3rd October 2024. 
Community Councils can only run if they have enough members and it is 
always important for the public to support their community council before 
this becomes a serious concern. While LCC has more members than 
needed to continue running currently, this may not be true in the future. If 
you’re interested and want to know more about what being on the CC 
means, please get in touch with Carys at secretary@lochmaben.org.uk

Church Hall Curbs – CM to enquire with CCES on if the curb can be 
dropped by the entrance to the church hall to make it more accessible.

Princes St Car Park – CM to contact CCES about the untidiness to see if it 
can be maintained better.

Merlin Trial – MMcKOH reports they have successfully obtained funding for 
a feasibility study and are looking to do a study in Lochmaben. It was 
suggested that Robin return to update and explain his plans before the 
community council support a Lochmaben feasibility study.

JP raised that a member of public had reported concerns over the parking 
of a caravan nearby to her house but location was not confirmed so ST 
could not advise.

10 date of next meeting :-

Monday 3rd June at 7pm. AGM.

mailto:secretary@lochmaben.org.uk


LOCHMABEN COMMUNITY COUNCIL

Finance Movements 9/4/24 - 13/5/24

Balance brought forward 31,592.23

Income
Coffee Morning Proceeds 492.5

32,085.73

Expenditure
Church Hall Hire re Coffee Morning 40
Defibrillator Pads replacements 60

-100

Balance carried forward £31,985.73

Future Expenditure due includes the Victory Park Project, work on
which should be finalised this Month, the Community Gardens, and
other smaller Community projects.

Website Sponsors so far are :
RJW Electrics, Crown Hotel, Rostrum Sportswear, Braw Beauty, Aggie Bash, 
A. Crolla & Sons, Barony Foods, Loc of Hair and The kings Arms.






